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Farewell and Thank you!
Dear STM Catholic School Families and Students,
This year we said farewell to Mrs. Altevogt, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Lucas, Mrs. O’Dea, Mrs. Costello and Mrs. Williams. All of
these amazing women have given so much to our STM Catholic School. We thank all these individuals for their dedication and
commitment to Catholic education and STM Catholic School. We will miss you all!!

God of our life’s journeys, we ask your blessing as they continue on the road of life. May the love that is in our hearts be a
bond that unites us forever, wherever they may be. May the power of your presence bless this moment of their leaving.

EIGHTH-GRADE CLASS GIFT – 2019
The Eighth-grade Class of 2019 presented new entry mats to be placed outside the main
entrance of the school as well as our gymnasium.
These beautiful mats are durable and have our school crest proudly displayed! The Eighth-grade
Class of 2019 hopes they will be appreciated and enjoyed for many years.

Veteran's Day Celebration

On November 9th we hosted a luncheon to honor the veterans and current military of our
school families, as well as our employees who have bravely served our country. The visiting
veterans also had a chance to talk with the students during their lunch hour about their
experiences in the military and answer questions the children may have had.
A Prayer for Veterans Day
Father, we could never thank our military men and women enough for their courageous service
and sacrifice to our country and its people. Yet, today we lift up our voices to express
gratefulness and honor to these military troops both from the past and present. Show us ways
in our communities, churches, and families to thank and love them better. Keep and protect
these heroes and their families, in the powerful name of Jesus.

W
I.

e are pleased to offer you this Annual Report about St. Thomas More Catholic School (STM Catholic)
covering its twenty-fourth year of operation in the 2018/2019 School Year.

ADMINISTRATION

I

n 2018/2019, Msgr. Thomas Fryar was the Pastor; Father John Ludanha was the Parochial Vicar,
Mrs. Jan Altevogt was the Principal, and Mrs. Diane Nelson was the Assistant Principal. The
school’s Main Office staff was Regina Ingalls (School Accountant), Laura O’Dea
(Receptionist/Registrar), and Diana Gibbons (Administrative Assistant to the Principal). Debbie
Greenwood was the Middle School Administrative Assistant; Teresa Wardrop was the Middle
School Liturgist and Secretary.

II.

CURRICULUM

T

he school curriculum evidences our underlying philosophy. The academic program is traditional
with a strong emphasis on core subjects. STM Catholic is accredited by AdvancED and the
Commission on International and Trans-Regional Accreditation. In addition, the Archdiocese of
Denver published Standards for Curriculum which STM Catholic follows.

Middle School: There is a clearly-defined middle school program within the context of a PreKindergarten/Grade 8 Catholic School. Students in Grades 6, 7 and 8 rotate from class-to-class
following an eight-period schedule and the teachers are responsible for teaching one or two
subjects rather than all core subjects. Core subjects include Religion, Language Arts (Literature,
English Grammar, Spelling and Vocabulary), Math, History, Science, and Spanish.
There were four “Specials” subjects offered to students in 2018/2019: Music, Physical Education
(including Health), Art, and Technology. Educational support for students in 6-8 was available
through the Academic Support Center.
Elementary School: K-2 students were taught all core subjects by the same teacher. Grades 3 and
4 students were assigned to homerooms, but were ability-grouped for Math. Grade 5 students
rotated within the 2 fifth-grade teachers who shared teaching of the core subjects. They were also
ability grouped for math and were taught by the 2 fifth grade teachers, as well as Mrs. Nelson.
Teachers for the 2018/2019 School Year:
Elementary School Teachers
Kindergarten: Sarah McMahon, Pattie Wilcox
First Grade: Cheryl Cincilla, Julie Costello
Second Grade: Paulette Duran, Kathy Wink
Third Grade: Tammy de la Cuesta, Barb Doherty
Fourth Grade: Shari Lamb, Brigid Ryan
Fifth Grade: Gretchen DeWolfe, Brooke Wolf
Spanish (Grade 4-5) : Erica Shumsky
Learning Specialist for Grades K-5: Julie Hefele
Teacher Assistants in Grades K-5 were: Jill Guerrero, Rachel Espinosa, Carrie Wagemann, and
Gloria Williams.
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Middle School Teachers
Religion Grade 6/7, Social Studies Grade 6:

Science/Math 6, Religion 8:
Language Arts & Literature 6 , Math 7:
Social Studies 7/8, Literature 7:
Language Arts 7/8,Literature 8:
Math 8, Science 7/8:
Math Grades 6-8:
Spanish Grades 6/7/8:
Learning Specialist for Grades 6-8:

Specials Teachers

Art:

Technology:
Music:

Kira Weiland
Liz Gray
Jennifer DeLurgio
Abby Basile
Elizabeth Peel
Zach Tipton
Liz Samson
Erica Shumsky
Linda Young

Pilar Heslin
Mary Gasbarro
Rachel Burkholder

P.E:

Eric Dahn

Librarian:

Lori Lucas

Technology
Bob Lehto and Jerry Nix were Network Support, and Mary Gasbarro was the Technology
Teacher.
Academic Support Program
In its twelfth year, the newly named Academic Support Program, formally known as The
Enrichment Program, was under the direction of licensed Learning Specialists; Julie Hefele
(Grades K-5) and Linda Young (Middle School).
Counselor
Tracie Poniatowski was STM Catholic’s part-time counselor. She facilitated the Second Step
program, a social-emotional learning and anti-bullying program, for grades K-4. She met with
students in small groups along with one-on-one to support students’ social-emotional needs.
She also headed up Peer Mediation to our students, and with the help of Ms. Weiland,
implemented this program.
Lion’s Den
Before and After School care was provided by Lion’s Den. Sarah Teall was the Director; Erin
Kenna, Megan Fehn, Meagan Wardrop, and Paige DelaCuesta, were the Assistants.
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Facilities
Keith Tellus was the Facilities Manager. Gonzalo Ramirez, Juan DeLaLuz, Jeff Sisterhen, Eric
Leach, and Duncan Tupuola, were the facilities personnel.

T
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Class of 2019
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STM Catholic has a super fun Staff!!

2018/2019 Annual Report

Page 6

III.

FACTS AND FIGURES

I

n 2018/2019, STM Catholic had two classes each of Grades K-8. Grade K had 31 students; Grade
1 had 36 students; Grade 2 had 36 students; Grade 3 had 39 students; Grade 4 had 41 students;
Grade 5 had 41 students; Grade 6 had 49 students; Grade 7 had 47 students; and Grade 8 had
47 students. There were 367 students enrolled, representing 247 families. Families with one child
= 150; Families with two children =77; Families with three or more children =20 .
There were 18 classroom teachers, five Specials teachers, one Academic Support Center
personnel, one Media Center Specialist, one Technology personnel, one Counselor and four
Teacher Assistants. All teachers were state-certified.
Tuition was $5,950 for the first child; $5,750 for the second child; $5,550, the third child; $5,550
for each additional child in a family. Financial aid was awarded on the basis of financial need.
Financing of tuition through Metrum Credit Union and Tuition Assistance Data System was
available to families. Tuition for non-Catholics was $1,000 more per student.
Before and After School care was provided by Lion’s Den. Sarah Teall was the Director, Erin
Kenna, Megan Fehn, Meagan Wardrop, and Paige DelaCuesta, were the Assistants. There were 70
students enrolled in this program; 40 students attended on a daily basis; and 30 attended on a
part-time basis.
Graduates
The forty seven, eighth-grade graduates of 2018/2019 planned to attend these high schools
(number of students a follows name of high school):
Regis Boys
Regis Girls
Mullen
Valor
Heritage
Grandview
Rock Canyon
Arapahoe
Out-of-State

14
15
7
2
1
1
2
3
2

The President’s Academic Excellence Award was granted to 9 graduates for achieving a score of
85% or above in reading or math on the Iowa Assessments and maintaining an average of 93% or
above throughout all middle school grades (6, 7, 8).

IV.

FINANCES

T

he budget for 2018/2019 was approved by the principal, pastor and the School Advisory
Committee, as well as by the Parish Finance Committee. The principal was responsible for
keeping this year’s expenditures within the 2018/2019 operating budget. The budget was
balanced due to a generous subsidy from the Parish and proceeds from The Mane Event (the
school’s annual fundraiser).
2018/2019 Annual Report
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Approximately 80% of the operating expenses were salary related. This substantial element of the
budget cannot be reduced unless the school decides to cut back personnel. A tuition increase of
$250 per student was made, bringing the cost of tuition for the first child in each family to $5,950.
Each year it is necessary to review our projected costs and income to make a determination about
our budget. We work hard to keep costs down so as not to impact tuition rates.

V. STEWARDSHIP, SACRAMENTS AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICES

I

n addition to daily religion classes, STM Catholic students experienced the Catholic faith life in
their daily activities. In keeping with the Parish Mission Statement, “Go and make disciples”
(Mt. 28:19), and the Parish Goals and Objectives, STM Catholic has helped to build the Kingdom of
God in the following ways:
A. Stewardship
“As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share
them lovingly in justice with others, and return them with increase to the Lord,”
(Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1993, p.7).
The following programs were sponsored and/or supported by STM Catholic in the 2018/2019
School Year:












Food Drives;
Knights of Columbus Scholarships;
Parents in Prayer;
Thanksgiving Offerings;
th
7 Grade provided an afternoon of service to Non-Profit organizations;
Classroom Stewardship projects;
Children’s Charity Account Donations
Prayer intentions for parish/school members;
Made fleece blankets for needy children;
Collected soup, hats, and socks during Catholic Schools Week;
School provided money toward tuition for students in Tanzania.

B. Sacraments
To foster an experience of the presence of Christ in the Eucharist, all the sacraments and the
sacred signs of our Catholic Life, second and third grade teachers, in partnership with the
Parish Religious Education Department, assisted parents in preparation of second-grade
students for First Reconciliation and third grade students for Confirmation and First Eucharist.
 Religious Education teachers and parents met for sacramental preparation;
 Opportunity for Reconciliation during Advent and Lent;
 Class buddies prayed for second and third grade students during sacramental
preparation;
 Fifth-grade students attended a Retreat at Mother Cabrini in preparation for
Confirmation;
 Teachers and Administration worked with Religious Education and the Youth Ministry to
prepare Youth Group Participants for Confirmation.
 Classes were held for Grades 5-8 in preparation for Confirmation through Religious
Education.
C.

Religious Practices
In order to foster an appreciation of God’s word and a deeper sense of prayer in our lives, the
school community participated in the following:
 Prayer
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The staff was led in daily prayer before school as well as the end of the day
The school community prayed together each morning, led by faculty, staff and
students (Grades K-8) who spoke over the intercom;
Parents in Prayer met once a week to pray for the needs of the whole school
community;
Prayers were said in each classroom before lunch and in the cafeteria after lunch,
and throughout the day in each classroom;
Faculty meetings began with prayer;
Faculty observed Adoration monthly;
Classrooms regularly attended Adoration during the school year;
Staff prayed the Rosary weekly during October and May;
Students participated in Lions for Life monthly;

STUDENTS CONDUCTED MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRAYER OVER THE INTERCOM
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Liturgy
To foster an understanding of faith through sacred scripture and sacred tradition:
 Students attended weekly Mass on Tuesday and on Holy Days of Obligation. Our
Pastor, Msgr. Thomas Fryar, Fr. John Ludanha who was our Parochial Vicar, Rev. Ivan
Monteiro, O.C.D., and Rev. Rohan Miranda, O.C.D. celebrated the Masses. Under the
direction of our music teacher, Mrs. Rachel Burkholder, Grades K-8 prepared the
musical liturgy;
 Students also served as lectors, gift bearers, ushers, etc.; under supervision of our
Liturgist, Teresa Wardrop
 Prayer services were held during Catholic Schools’ Week;
 Eighth-grade students and third grade students, led a May Crowning Mass in May to
honor the Blessed Virgin Mary in May;
 Prayers for Vocations and for Stewardship were offered at Mass;
 Students participated in the Stations of the Cross during Lent;
 The Sacrament of Reconciliation was celebrated with the students during Advent and
Lent;
 Classes recited the Rosary during the months of October and May;
 Two Altar Servers (Grades 5-8) assisted at daily 9:00 a.m. Mass. Servers also assisted
at funerals;
 Fifth-eighth grade students served as Cantors;
 Rosary in October held in celebration of “Our Lady of the Rosary”.
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 Clergy
 Msgr. Fryar visited classrooms and answered questions from the students. This was
referred to as “PT” for Pastor Time.
 Msgr. Tom, Fr. Ivan and Father Rohan, handed out report cards to the students for
the first and second trimesters;
 STM clergy instructed in the classrooms;
 Fr. John spent every Tuesday at our school allowing students, parents, and staff time
to visit with him as well as him spending time with classes.

 Retreats
To foster conversion and renewal in the heart of every believer, leading to a more active
living of the Catholic faith and to promote Catholic leadership:
 An Eighth-grade Overnight Retreat, conducted by the eighth-grade teachers was held
in September at Ponderosa; included Reconciliation and Mass;
 Sixth-grade students attended FOCUS 11 at Holy Trinity Catholic School;
 A fifth-grade retreat at Mother Cabrini Shrine, conducted by fifth-grade teachers,
was held in June;
 Sixth-grade students attended Mass and received Reconciliation during a three-day
Science/Faith John Paul II Adventure Institute Outdoor Lab in Estes Park.;
 Eighth-grade students attended the Archdiocesan Chastity Rally in April at Holy
Family High School.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
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VI. SPECIALS
A. Art Department
 Meets the Archdiocesan and Colorado Visual Arts Standards;
 Teaches from the Archdiocesan Art Curriculum Objectives;
 Sequences knowledge, skills and concepts in an age-appropriate manner;
 Covers a broad variety of artistic mediums to include: 2-D and 3-D design, ceramics,
drawing, jewelry, painting, pen & ink, printmaking, sculpture, textiles, typography,
and computer-generated art;
 Art experiences include art history, multiculturalism and personal culture;
 Teaches the elements of art and the principles of design in each art experience;
 Creative thinking is emphasized;
 Enriches art curriculum through the use of DVDs, videos, visual examples,
demonstrations, props, books, music, and magazines;
 Exhibits during the year: a varied collection of student’s fine art work/projects in
numerous locations within the school, at the Catholic Schools Art Show, and other
venues in the local area.
B. Multimedia Center
 Lori Lucas was our librarian. The total inventory for the 2018/2019 school year
indicates over 15,000 books, DVD’s, videos, reference materials, and teacher resource
materials. The value is approximately $150,000. The library collection increasingly
grows due to generous donations from school families and parishioners, library
purchases, the annual Scholastic Book Fair held in the fall.
 The library sponsors separate reading programs yearly to enhance the students’
different reading abilities.
 Every October, Grades K-4 participates in the Colorado Council of International
Reading Association Read-Aloud (CCIRA) program which encourages students to read
out loud with their families and each other. It is a voluntary program that is strongly
encouraged, as it is a very valuable reading skill.
 Scholastic’s Reading Counts program is integrated into our software and is a
wonderful comprehension and reading enrichment for all grades. All students
achieved fantastic scores and personal goals.
All of these programs encourage good reading habits, as well as a love of books!
C.

Music Department
Rachel Burkholder was the music teacher and planned/prepared music for the following:
 Weekly student Masses, and two faculty Masses;
 Christmas Program (grades 1, 3, 5);
 Christmas Caroling on KOSI 101 and KEZW AM1430 Radio;
 Kindergarten Program on May 16 for Kindergarten parents;
 Grades 3-8 students sang in the choir at a St. Thomas More Parish Mass for Catholic
Schools Week;
 Grade 4 students sang music and played instruments for a Mother's Day Program in
May 9;
 Grade 2 Cultural Program of music and dance;
 Grade 4 students and Cantors sang for Graduation Mass;
 Grade 5-8 student musicians accompanied the singers at STM Catholic School Masses;
 Private lessons were offered for students.
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D. Physical Education
Teacher Eric Dahn taught a full physical education program for Grades K-8. Regular
physical education classes included many sports, such as:
 Basketball;
 Volleyball;
 Scooter Hockey;
 Frisbee;
 Scoop Ball;
 Floor Hockey;
 Jump Rope;
 Soccer;
 Kickball;
 Badminton;
 Stations/Fifteen-Minute Run, Pacer Test;
 A wide variety of creative, athletic games.
The PE teacher followed the Health/PE Curriculum published by the Office of Catholic
Schools.
E.

Spanish-Grades 4-8
Under the direction of Mrs. Erica Shumsky, the Archdiocesan Spanish Curriculum is
followed.
Fourth, fifth and sixth grade are immersed in the Spanish language and learn
meaningful content in the target language in order to communicate ideas. These
ideas include talking about greetings and goodbyes, introductions, numbers, days of
the week, months of the year, popular words that correspond to each month of the
year, parts of the body, foods, clothing, colors, and school supplies. Students perform
activities to build on language proficiency. Students also connect the language to
other subjects like math, science and religion.
Sixth grade begins to conjugate verbs in the present tense, studies the parts of speech
and compares Spanish to English in more depth. Students learn to ask questions in
multiple manners using interrogatives, subject and verb switching, or voice. In
addition to cardinal numbers, sixth grade learns ordinal numbers and is able to talk
about and discuss the order of things such as class schedules. More than just
grammar and lists of vocabulary, sixth grade still focuses on the use of phrases to
express ideas and continues to build on language proficiency.
Seventh-grade students expand on the use of vocabulary from identifying the location
of items in the classroom to shopping, and traveling. Students begin with likes and
dislikes, talk about meals, health and exercise, and leisure activities. The future tense
is introduced.
Projects include talking about oneself by describing one’s
characteristics, personality traits, origin, and nationality. Seventh grade is assessed on
verbal, reading, writing and listening proficiency.
Eighth grade begins with a review and expands the use of the Spanish language to
include the discussion of family and celebrations. Students learn about items in their
rooms, in the house, and to discuss household chores. Projects expand on learning
when students create and present a blueprint of their house, prepare food or crafts
for bartering, and discuss the culture, clothing, housing and economy of many
Spanish-speaking countries. Vocabulary also includes vacations, community, movies,
television, and technology. Eighth grade begins to expand on grammar moving onto
stem-changing and irregular verbs in the present, present progressive and preterit
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tenses. Students must pass verbal, written, and listening assessments, as well as
reading comprehension.
F.

Technology
Under the direction of Mrs. Mary Gasbarro, all students of STM Catholic had the
opportunity to learn technology in the computer lab.
 Kindergarten, first and second grades had thirty minutes, once a week, designated to
paint, draw, graphics, general technological awareness, digital literacy, multimedia,
and coding;
 Grades 3-5 had forty minutes once/twice a week designated to digital literacy,
keyboarding, multimedia, network awareness, Internet and safety, word processing,
spreadsheets, presentations, desktop publishing, photography, podcasting, and
coding;
 Middle School students had 45-minute classes, two days a week for two trimesters,
designated to keyboarding, multimedia, network awareness, digital citizenship,
cybersecurity, word processing, spreadsheets, presentations, desktop publishing,
digital movie making, coding, web design, and stock market analysis.
Technology was incorporated into classrooms’ teaching through the use of portable
laptop labs and two mobile iPad labs.

G. Academic Support Program
In its twelfth year, the newly named Academic Support Program, previously known as
The Enrichment Program, was under the direction of licensed Learning Specialists; Julie
Hefele, (grades K-5) and Linda Young (Middle School).
Grades K-5
The elementary level Academic Support Program provides a quiet environment for
individual and small group direct instruction. The Learning Specialist also provides inclass small group direct instruction, interventions and a variety of assessments and
consultation services. This year, the K-5 Learning Specialist provided direct academic
support for forty-three students at the elementary level. Students were provided with
academic support Monday through Thursday.
The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) and the Phonological
Awareness Skills Test (P.A.S.T.) are assessments given by the Learning Specialist in order
to identify student learning concerns and progress monitor students’ academic growth
throughout the school year.
Entrance and Grade-Level placement testing, for prospective students, are additional
assessments given by the Learning Specialist.
The Learning Specialist provides consultation services such as: STM Catholic School
Liaison in conjunction with Local Education Agency; Cherry Creek School District,
collaboration with classroom teachers/ families and a web-based resource site.
Grades 6-8
Our middle school Academic Support Program strives to help students discover their own
processes for learning, using approved accommodations, a supportive relationship with
the Learning Specialist and teachers, and a self-awareness of how they learn best. The
middle school Learning Specialist encourages students to develop self-advocacy skills and
to manage class notes, study time and test taking strategies as they prepare to transition
2018/2019 Annual Report

Page 14

to the rigors of high school. Middle school students see the Learning Specialist Tuesdays
through Fridays as needed for support in academic classes and testing.

2018/2019 Annual Report

Page 15

VII.

STUDENT EXTRACURRICULAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, ACTIVITIES AND CLUBS

STM Catholic

School is rich in its extracurricular programs available to students. These are mostly
administered by teachers, but parent volunteers administer some programs.
A. Academic Decathlon
Our Academic Decathlon Team competed in the Archdiocese of Denver competition on
Saturday, March 2, 2019 at St. Mary's Catholic School in Littleton. They prepared for
competition since October, putting in hundreds of study hours on top of their regular
schoolwork! For the eighth year in a row we took first place in the Archdiocese and then
traveled to California to compete in their state competition with outstanding results!
Our team was comprised of the following students: Quinn Binaxas, Ella Denslow, Tess
Finan, William Hartman, Elena Jotte, Kristen Konkoth, Kate Manion, Sarah Mollandor
Alexander Schultz and Renee Sobania.
We are so proud of all they have accomplished!
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Academic Decathlon Team 2019
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B. Athletic Director
th
th
Mr. Eric Dahn directed the interscholastic sports program. The five sports offered for 5 , 6 ,
th
th
7 , and 8 grade students were:
Winter Basketball (boys and girls);
Spring Baseball (boys);
Spring Volleyball (girls);
Fall Cross Country (boys and girls, grades 6, 7, 8).
Flag Football (boys)
These sports are offered in conjunction with the Catholic School’s Athletic League (CSAL). CSAL
divides all sports into two main divisions: Varsity (V) and Junior Varsity (JV). Varsity
th
th
th
th
participants must be in the 7 and 8 grades, while JV participants must be in the 5 and 6
grades. CSAL then offers sub-divisions (1, 2, 3, and 4) based upon ability. Each regular season
consists of approximately 8-15 games and a post-season tournament of 2-6 games.
th

Play Like a Champion workshop was incorporated into the sports program for all 5 grade
parents. This workshop was developed by the University of Notre Dame and in conjunction
with CSAL is designed to reinforce the Christian principles of fair play, courtesy, self-control,
and sportsmanship. This course reviews these principles and reminds us how to act as a role
model for other coaches, parents, and athletes.
C.

Beta Club
The STM Catholic Chapter of the National Beta Club had a busy and productive year. Our
membership of students embodied the motto of the National Beta Club, “Let us Lead by
Serving Others”. Beta sponsors, Mrs. Basile, and Mrs. Peel, encouraged Betas to “go above
and beyond” in their service to others. In 2018/2019 members of Beta provided service to our
parish school, parish community, and the community at large.
The Fall/Winter/Spring 2018/2019 activities were:
Betas assisted with the Catholic Schools Week Mass and they recognized our STM Catholic
teachers and staff with gifts.
Betas made and delivered thank you cards to our Veterans in appreciation of their service;
Beta’s partnered with Religious Education/Special Education to make signs of joy for delivery
to a nursing home;
Beta’s organized the Hearts for the Homeless clothing drive and collected and delivered more
than 1,200 items of clothing, in partnership with Christ in the City and STM Parish.
During Lent, Beta’s worked together with FIAT and Catholic Charities to donate both physical
diapers and money to Gabriel House..
Our chapter has received recognition from the National Beta Organization for our service to
our communities.

D. Junior Great Books
STM parent, Mrs. Taoka, chaired this program at STM Catholic. Students in Grades 5-8 were
invited based on high grades, Iowa Assessment reading scores, and teacher recommendation.
Sessions were conducted from November through April. Challenging, yet age-appropriate,
classics were read and discussed. Parents and parishioners volunteered to lead this program.
E.

American Heritage Girls (AHG)
The American Heritage Girls organization is dedicated to building women of integrity through
service to God, family, community and our country. This was the sixth year for the AHG Troop
at STM. Board members included Anne Stith – Troop Coordinator; Becky Hensler – Vice
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Coordinator; Tienne McKenzie - Shepherd; Deirdre Checo – Treasurer; Cindy Mendus – Camp
Coordinator; and Laura Hirsch – Events Coordinator.
Faith: Girls earned grade specific Catholic Religious Awards offered through the Catholic
Committee on Scouting. Many girls and leaders participated in the Scout Sunday Mass and the
Religious Award Mass held at STM.
Service: The girls earned Presidential Service Awards, reflecting that they individually
performed service of between 25 and 135 hours. As a Troop, we participated in many service
projects which benefited various groups.
F.

Robotics Club
Mary Gasbarro, Technology Teacher, led our STM Catholic Robotics Club for students from grades
5 - 7. Middle school students attended weekly meetings for a Middle School Elective during third
trimester, while grade 5 met after school once a week for the third trimester. LEGO Education
Solutions help our students understand challenging subjects, encourage them to develop critical
thinking skills, grow their ideas, and make their own creations through playful learning experiences.

G. Speech
Lori Lucas coached our Seventh-Grade Speech Team and Eighth-Grade Speech Team in the
Archdiocesan Speech Association events.
The Eighth Grade Team consisted of eleven students. At the Open Meet in October, all eleven
students earned blue ribbons for “Superior” performances. At the Trophy Meet in December, all
nine participants earned individual trophies, and the team won the First Place All School
Archdiocesan Trophy. The Seventh Grade Team had twenty members. At the Open Meet in
February, all twenty students earned “Superior” ratings. At the Trophy Meet in April, nine of the
eleven participants earned individual trophies; we won First Place in the Reader’s Theater
competition, and the team captured the First Place All- School Archdiocesan Trophy. Strong parent
volunteer support contributed to the teams’ successes this year.
Mrs. Lucas also served as Co-President of the Archdiocese Speech Association.
H. Spelling Bee
Brigid Ryan coached our Intermediate and Advanced spelling bee teams. She also served her third
year as Coordinator of the Archdiocesan Spelling Bee Association.
Intermediate Spelling Bee: Ninety - fourth and fifth graders competed in the Archdiocesan
Intermediate Spelling Bee on Saturday, January 12, 2019 at Good Shepherd Catholic School.
Congratulations to Sara Jane Ahern, Alina Bates, Caroline Daughtery, Marco DeLurgio, Caden
Garrison, Ally Hartmann, Lauren O'Connor, Reagan O'Connor, Zachary Stornetta, and Mary
Kate Wilson for representing STM Catholic. An additional congratulations goes Marco, Zachary,
Ally and Caden who made it to the oral rounds, in addition Caden made it to the final spell
down round and qualified for the Advanced Spelling Bee.
Advanced Spelling Bee: On February 2, 2019, STM Catholic School hosted the Archdiocesan
Advanced Spelling Bee which is open to qualifying 5th graders and 6th-8th graders. Three STM
th
7 graders competed in the bee. Congratulations to Luke Ahern, Julia DeLurgio, & Emily
Gleason for representing our school. An additional congratulation goes to Julia DeLurgio who
made it to the final spell down oral round and qualified for the Colorado State Spelling Bee.
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I.

J.

Student Council
The Student Council’s responsibilities included implementing and executing new and exciting
student initiatives, as well as being the voice of the student body. This council is overseen by
Assistant Principal, Diane Nelson.
 President: Annika Pulaski
 Vice President: Ava Hughes
 Secretary: Kylie Klimek
 Treasurer: Alexis Meyer
th
 6 Grade Class Representatives were: Peter Heitmann
th
 7 Grade Class Representatives were: Luke Ahern, Dylan Barry, Paul Daughtery, Samantha
Fago, Matty Gallagher, Kristen Konkoth, and Aiden Monark
th
 8 Grade Class Representative were: Elena Jotte, Sarah Mollandor, Haley Nunley, and
Renee Sobania

Middle School Play: For the second year in a row, the STM drama group put on a middle school play. This
year the kids acted in “Comic Book Artist.” This zany comedy followed a comic book company’s janitor,
Sarah Sapovitz, as the super heroes she drew came to life.
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VIII. COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP

P

A.

arent volunteers are the backbone of the school. A summary of volunteer activities
follows:

Leadership
STM has three committees made up of parents who assist the administration in
different areas.


School Advisory Committee
The Advisory Committee is made up of nine members. Six members are selected
from school families and one is selected by the Pastor. Members serve staggered
three-year terms. The committee works with, advises and supports STM Catholic by
directly working with the Pastor and Principals. The members for 2018/2019 were:
Tim Fete
Peggy Finan
Tiffany Franzluebbers
David Muir
Daniel Harpole
Michael Meurer
Msgr. Thomas Fryar, Pastor
Jan Altevogt, Principal
Diane Nelson, Assistant Principal
Finances—The Finance Committee representative and members worked with the
Finance Council, School Administration and Parish Administration to monitor
budget performance and to develop the school’s 2018/2019 Operating Budget. The
Committee facilitated creation of monthly summary reporting to improve the
Advisory Committee and the Administrative Staff’s understanding of the financial
results. Members provided input on tuition and other fees for the next school year
based upon the projected budget and the continued Parish support for the school.
Marketing and Parish Relations—Members led the school’s marketing initiatives to
enhance communication, increase enrollment and better inform the parish
community of STM Catholic’s academic opportunities and service projects.
The committee continued work on a series of strategic initiatives, developing goals
and plans of action that impact five key areas: Catholic Identity, Marketing, Physical
Resources, Finance, and Learning Environment.



Home and School Association Planning Committee
The Home and School Association is led by a Planning Committee made up of STM
Catholic parent couples, the Principal and the Assistant Principal.

The 2018/2019 committee members were:
Jeff & Donna Martinez
Michael & Rebekah Meurer
Vincent & Lauren Atchity
Alison & Scott Uhrig
Julia & Ken Fugate
Megan & Clinton Woodman
Josh & Jamie Greis
Katherine & Chris Kiker
Angie & John Rittman
Stephanie & John Khodarahmi
Shawn & Danielle Beals
Leslie & Matthew Kelty
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The mission of the Home and School Association is to plan activities and events that
are designed to promote good will, spiritual growth and a sense of belonging within
the St. Thomas More Catholic Community. Dues of $25 per family are collected
each school year to help fund the many events sponsored by the Home and School
Association. For the 2018/2019 school year the Planning Committee organized the
following community-building events:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•


Teacher Appreciation Breakfast
Back-to-School Picnic
New Family Ice Cream Social
Church Ministry Fair
Yahoo/Boohoo Party for Kindergarten Parents
All School Rosary
Mother/Son Event
Teacher Christmas Fund
Donut Sunday
Father/Daughter Dance
Holy Thursday Rosary
Principal Appreciation Day
Staff Appreciation Week

STM Catholic Endowment Fund Committee
The STM Catholic Endowment Fund was established on June 5, 2000, as a donoradvised, designated fund under the Catholic Foundation for the Archdiocese of
Denver.

B. Leadership of Fundraisers and Service Programs
Parent volunteer groups organize fundraisers and programs that are services to the STM
Catholic community.
Major accomplishments of many of the volunteer committees were as follows:
1. Altar Servers Vestment Care
Parents made sure all vestments were clean and orderly.
2. Back-to-School Picnic
This year's Back-to-School Mass and Picnic were held on Friday, August 24, 2018. A
beautiful summer evening was the backdrop for this event, which brings our STM
community together to kick off a new school year. Our STM families gathered together
in the school for food truck dinners and fun-filled activities! The Home and School
Committee organized the picnic for all STM Catholic students, teachers, clergy, and their
families. Families had the opportunity to view class lists, meet their teachers, and
reunite with classmates. Popcorn, the Kona Ice truck, face painters, and balloon artists
were enjoyed by all on this festive evening.
3. Book Fair
Donna Martinez and Elizabeth Fischer organized and set up the Fall Book Fair which
earned a profit for our school.
4. Box Tops for Education
Randi Gauthreaux and Kathy Gleason were Chairpersons. Volunteers met in the
evening once each trimester to cut, sort and count labels collected by the students.
Other volunteers cut labels from their home and returned them to the chairpersons.
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5.

6.

Christmas Decorating
This committee decorated the school after Thanksgiving Break. It was a nice surprise to
see the wonderful decorating they accomplished when we returned from Thanksgiving
Break. They also came to take down the decorations.
Faith in Action Together (FIAT)
 FIAT welcomed new parents at the Summer Ice Cream Social and
Open House in August 2018.
 FIAT hosted 232 parents, teachers, staff, administration, alumni
families, parishioners and clergy for our annual Advent by
Candlelight evening on November 27, 2018. Our speaker, led the
reflection and helped all in attendance prepare for the Advent
Season. FIAT provided a prayer card designed specifically for the
evening
 FIAT, utilizing the STM BETA service club, worked with Catholic
Charities in the Archdiocese of Denver to run our 4th Annual
Family Lenten service project for the STM Catholic School
community. Entitled “Stuff the Bus", students collected diapers
and cash donations through weekly baby bottle collections in
their classrooms. Our community donated 75,694 diapers to the
Bottom Line Diaper Bank benefitting the metro area Gabriel
Houses. Our goal was 50,000 diapers. The baby bottle coin
collection was a great success and created a fun competition
between all the grades to see who would raise the most money.
This year we recognized three grades that raised the most cash KG, 8th, and 2nd. Class winners were rewarded with grade
parties of treats and movies. We delivered the diapers to various
Gabriel Houses during the drive and Catholic Charities sent a truck
to pick up our last load of over 13,000 diapers. We invited Mimi
Erikstein, founder of Gabriel House, to the school to present her
with the cash collected during the drive. We continue to work
with the Parish Ministry the Diaper Disciples, Gabriel House, and
Catholic Charities to collect and prepare for next year. In addition,
we are working with CC to promote the drive to more schools
within the Archdiocese school district.
 Under FIAT, Parents in Prayer met every Friday from August
through May to pray for our school community. We prayed for
the specific intentions of a different grade of students in our
school each week. In addition, we prayed for our faculty, staff,
administration, clergy, STM families and parishioners and we
prayed the most Holy Rosary.
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Under FIAT, the Help & Caring Ministry at STM Catholic has been
reinstated. This ministry is available to all STM Catholic families if
they are ever in need of support with prayers, meals, carpooling,
or receiving the Holy Eucharist at home or in the hospital. We will
work with parent volunteers from the school to provide services
and with existing ministries in the parish to assist families in our
community. It was not utilized this year.
We thank parent volunteer, Peggy Finan, for overseeing FIAT.
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7.

Father/Daughter Dance
The annual Father/Daughter Dance was held on Saturday, March 9, 2019, from 6:309:00 p.m. and was sponsored by the Home and School Association. This year's theme
was “Enchanted Forest”. The dance was open to all members of St Thomas More Parish
Community. All enjoyed many sweets and a chocolate fountain. Another highlight was
a balloon drop at the end of the evening. David Tschumper provided fun and ageappropriate dance music. Every dad and daughter received a special keepsake photo of
the evening.

8.

Eighth-Grade Student Brunch
Our eighth-grade students enjoyed a delicious brunch following their Farewell Mass in
May. This year’s brunch was sponsored by sixth-grade parents and chaired by Mrs.
Bridget Cunningham, Mrs. Virginia Buege, and Mrs. Roxanna Kelly.

9.

Eighth-Grade Parent Brunch
Families were recognized for their support as their “youngest or only” child prepared to
graduate. A large crowd attended the brunch representing the majority of the eighthgrade class. This year’s brunch was sponsored by sixth-grade parents and chaired by
Mrs. Bridget Cunningham, Mrs. Virginia Buege, and Mrs. Roxanna Kelly.
Graduation Reception
Following tradition, the seventh-grade parents sponsored and hosted an awesome
Eighth-Grade Graduation Reception. Mrs. Stacy Terry, with the help of other volunteer
parents, worked together to put on this fun and memorable event.

10. Grandparent Volunteers
st
For the 21 consecutive year, Therese Beaudette, Chairperson, and 18 volunteers,
including two grandfathers, assisted in the library and helped with hot lunch.
11. Grocery Program
Tiffany Franzluebbers was the chairperson. This year the program offered Safeway and
King Soopers cards. In this silent fundraiser for the school, around $35,000 was raised
and the funds generated supported the school’s general operating fund.
12. Hospitality
The Hospitality committee for 2018/2019 was chaired by Stacy Moody. The Committee
was responsible for hosting the Teacher Back-to-School Breakfast in August and
provided lunch, breakfast, and snacks for the teachers during the fall and spring
conferences. The Committee received a small financial allowance from the Home and
School Committee that paid for the main entree and the Committee members donated
all the other items – soups, salads, fruit, desserts, beverages, etc. The Committee was
also responsible for the set-up and clean-up for these events.
13. Hot Lunch Volunteers
Betsy Reagan was the Chairperson and coordinated STM Catholic volunteers who served
hot lunch five days a week to students and staff. These volunteers consisted of STM
Catholic parents, grandparents and friends.
14. International Towne
This was replaced by Junior Achievement.
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15. Knights of Columbus Council 10205
The St. Thomas More Knights of Columbus Council # 10205 and Assembly 2294
sponsored an essay contest on “Respecting Life from Conception to Natural Death” for
seventh-graders. Seventh-grade winners, Emily Gleason and Aidan Monark, received
$750 Tuition Scholarships toward next year’s tuition. Honorable Mention went to Julia
DeLurgio and Matthew Preiss. The fifth-grade topic was “My Personal Relationship with
Christ” and winners were Nathan Jackson and April Johnston. Honorable Mentions
were awarded to Jack Manthey and Caroline Daugherty.
16. Lost and Found
The Lost and Found Committee displays lost items at the end of each trimester and
during conferences. The Committee also sorts through the items and distributes those
with names back to the student’s teacher and all items without names are put on tables
for parents and students to easily identify their items. All unclaimed items without
names are donated to a local charity. Items with the STM Catholic logo and without
names are recycled through the Used Uniform Sale Committee after the school year has
concluded. The Committee is chaired by Tiffany Franzluebbers.
17. Mane Event
The Steering Committee, chaired by Kathleen Hartmann and Julia Fugate, began
planning and making preparation for STM Catholic's major fundraiser in January 2016.
The theme was “Where the Wild Things Are”. The evening was held on October 27,
2018, at the Wildlife Experience, in Lone Tree. Funds raised were $162,000. Out of
these funds, a 10 % tithe was made to St. Thomas More Church. The remaining money
will be used to support the school's operating budget, to purchase new science
equipment as well as new computers.

18. Middle School Electives
The Middle School students once again enjoyed our elective program during the third
trimester of the school year. Staff members, along with parents, volunteered to teach
these elective classes. The classes included: French, Jewelry, Introduction to Chemistry,
Speech, Teacher Helpers, Robotics, Intro to Personal Finance and Fashion Illustrations.
Students in grades 6-8 were allowed to choose one class to take. All students received
one of their top three choices. Students also had an option to use the class time for
study hall instead of choosing an elective.
19. Mother/Son Event
The event sponsored by the Home & School Association, was a Game Day Tournament.
It was held at STM Catholic on Sunday, January 13, from 11:00am-2:00pm. Attendees
enjoyed Nerf Wars, a Corn Hole Tournament and a Pancake Food Truck!
20. New Family Ice Cream Social
The purpose of the New Family Ice Cream Social was to give new families an opportunity
to tour the school again with their children and for any questions they have to be
answered. In particular, families were always excited to see the Kindergarten
playground, computer lab and art department. In the large cafeteria we served ice
cream and had several booths set up that offered more information about the school
(pre-school program, FIAT, Catholic faith formation, Lion’s Den, carline procedures,
lunch program, etc.). Many new families joined us for this wonderful annual event that
occurred prior to the start of the school year.
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21. Parents in Prayer
Parents in Prayer is a ministry under the Faith in Action Team (FIAT). Parents gathered
together each Tuesday to pray for our school community, faculty and staff, volunteers,
students and personal intentions. Our students participated in this ministry by
submitting their intentions which were lifted up by the parents. Faculty and staff were
encouraged to submit intentions also. In addition, the Rosary was prayed at least once a
month. This ministry was an important spiritual support for our school community
emphasizing the power of prayer.
22. Pre-packaged School Supplies
Mandy Bockhop was the chairperson. In February, the committee worked with the
teachers to compile a list of school supplies needed for the upcoming year for each
grade. EduKit has been our vendor of choice for the school supplies. We order the
Bibles from the STM Gift Shop. Orders were processed in June with an August
distribution.
23. School Clinic
Laura Beacom assumed the responsibility of Coordinator. Volunteers were scheduled
for the clinic on school days. Volunteers helped care for sick and injured students.
During the hours of 11:00-1:00, the school clinic was staffed by Carrie Wagemann.
24. Faculty/Staff Appreciation
STM Catholic Staff Appreciation Week was May 6-10 and the theme was “Welcome to
Wonderland. “ The Home & School Committee honored the STM Catholic staff with
special events and treats throughout the week to show their gratitude and love. The
Home & School Committee thanked the STM Catholic staff for all of their care and
dedication to the STM Catholic children and school community.
25. Teacher Appreciation Luncheons
Continuing in the STM Catholic tradition, chair Stacey Moody organized five monthly
luncheons from September through May working with small teams of lead coordinators
and many families at each grade level to provide food, drinks, decorations and gifts for
the teachers and staff at STM Catholic. Mrs. Altevogt, Principal, allowed faculty, staff
and students to be out of uniform on Teacher Appreciation Luncheon Days and wear
jeans and a shirt which followed the theme of the luncheon for that month.
26. Used Uniform Store
The success of the Used Uniform Store sales has been attributed to the creative and
organizational talent of Tiffany Franzluebbers. She takes time from her busy schedule to
help make the Used Uniform Store a place where parents want to come and shop. This
school year they have collectively put in over 150 hours into the Used Uniform Store
which includes organizing, cleaning, hanging and inventorying.
27. Volunteers and Volunteer Booklet
Michelle Radebaugh coordinated the publishing of the Volunteer Booklet, tallied and
distributed volunteer forms to the appropriate chairpersons. Many STM Catholic
families, signed-up for volunteering within the various committees. This does not
include the many volunteers that have helped with various events like Hot Lunch, Mane
Event, Book Fair, etc. throughout the school year.
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28. Yearbook Committee
Stacy Terry gathered and compiled the 144-page, all-color, Memory Yearbook
which was distributed at the end of the school year. Many hours were donated by
classroom parents to help Mrs. Terry create this Memory Yearbook.
29. Young Ameritowne
This award winning educational program that teaches students about business,
economics, and free enterprise in a fun, hands-on way was brought to Grade 6
at STM Catholic through the leadership and direction of Bridget Cunningham
with a team of parents. These parents taught content, led activities, and
supervised the culminating field trip that changed participants from students to
economic citizens of Young Ameritowne.
30. Junior Achievement
This year seventh grade students participated in Junior Achievement. This program
helps students identify personal interests and skills; evaluate the benefits of saving,
investing and budgeting and numerous other life skills. The program ends with a
field trip during which the students become an “adult for a day” and immerse
themselves in a reality-based decision making process. Parent volunteers and
students enjoyed this new program. A special thank you to our parents Julie
Daugherty, Heather Hartmann and Mary Kent who helped organize this great
program.
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Catholic Schools. Christ-Centered. Forming students for futures we can’t predict.

